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Chapter 143 focuses on literacy, says 
farewell to contributor

Left to right: Josh Bodnar, Ron Shaklee, Mollie Hartup, Karen Becker, Emilie Brown, Jolien Helsel

National awards 
Phi Kappa Phi offers a number of awards to current members pursuing a variety of 

academic and professional endeavors. Complete details and deadlines can be found at 
apply.phikappaphi.org/Awards.

The Phi Kappa Phi motto “Let the 
Love of Learning Rule Humanity” 
guides its members as scholars in 

various disciplines. We value learning as 
the common thread that unites us and our 
work. This year, Chapter 143 is focusing its 
efforts on literacy, something that is import-
ant to us all, regardless of our individual 
backgrounds.

It began with receiving the 2019 Phi 
Kappa Phi Literacy Grant this past summer, 
which is allowing us to partner with the 
Honors College to add a literacy component 
to the Penguin Pen Pals program.

Local elementary students will receive 
a copy of Oh the Places You’ll Go and take 
part in educational activities related to the 
book. We are also partnering with YSU’s 
Academic Achievers who will read the book 
The Pact and participate in guided lessons 
with Phi Kappa Phi at a culminating event 
in December.

Our students are actively seeking out 
service projects, including one that will 
focus on financial literacy at the end of this 
month. Literacy takes many forms, and we 
are committed to fostering efforts to sup-
port it as a building block to learning. 

Meanwhile, Chapter 143 sends best 
wishes to our colleague, Josh Bodnar, who 
is departing YSU for an opportunity at 
The Ohio State University. During his time 
at YSU, Bodnar served as PKP secretary, 
worked as coordinator of student retention 
in the Honors College and assisted with sev-
eral campus initiatives related to technolo-
gy. Most recently, Bodnar was instrumental 
in building EARS, the early alert retention 
system to aid in student success. While we 
will miss Josh and his giving spirit, we thank 
him for all his contributions to YSU and 
PKP wish him the best in his new adventure!



Chapter of Excellence – platinum award 
The YSU chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi has achieved Circle of Ex-

cellence Platinum status for 2018-19, the highest award in the society’s Circle of Honor 
Awards Program.

Call for Phi Kappa Phi nominations
Students are invited to Phi Kappa Phi based solely on academic performance, as mea-

sured by GPA. Invitation to membership in the categories of faculty, staff, alumni, commu-
nity and honorary are determined by the local chapter. Current Phi Kappa Phi members 
are invited to nominate individuals in those categories by November 1, 2019.

A nomination form can be found at bit.ly/PKP2020.

Community Workshop: 
Stigma and Resilience

Come join the conversation on building resilience and reducing stigma within 
Youngstown. YSU, Phi Kappa Phi and Psi Chi are sponsoring the workshop, which takes 
place Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m., at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Youngstown, 1105 Elm St, Youngstown, OH 44505 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

Nine panelists will offer practical tools for building resilience and preventing or re-
ducing stigma in Youngstown with its diverse economic and racial populations and back-
grounds. This session, which is free and open to the public, will be the first workshop in a 
series. Light refreshments will be served.

Please RSVP no later than Nov. 22 at bit.ly/YSUresilience. Contact Sharon Stringer, 
Department of Psychology, 330-941-1618 or sastringer@ysu.edu, with questions.

Save the date
Phi Kappa Phi initiation 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
6:00 pm

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Hall

Rager wins PKP 
national fellowship 

Chapter 143 congratulates Lexi Rager 
for receiving an $8,500 Fellowship by the 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi.

Rager, who is the chapter secretary and 
coordinator of Student Recruitment and 
Engagement in the Honors College, was 
one of only 58 recipients nationwide to re-
ceive an award.

Fellows must demonstrate evidence of 
graduate potential, undergraduate achieve-
ment and service and leadership experi-
ence.

Rager received a bachelor’s degree in 
Mathematics and Psychology from YSU 
this past spring and is pursuing a master’s 
degree in Professional Communication.

Phi Kappa Phi Chapter 143 Fall Luncheon
•	 Welcome – Provost Brien Smith
•	 Buffet brunch
•	 Research Presentation: Noor Khalayeh, PKP student vice-president & Dr. Mi-

chael Raulin, associate professor of Psychology
	 Assessing Life Experiences: Developing an Ecologically-Valid Measure of 

Critical Thinking. Critical thinking is a widely desired skill in higher education. It 
is found in every academic institution’s learning outcomes, objectives, and syllabi. 
However, when students are asked to define critical thinking, they are unable to do 
so. Why is that? Our research aims to answer this question and understand the un-
derlying processes of critical thinking through developing a programmatic approach 
to not only measure critical thinking but also promote its use in the classroom and 
beyond.

•	 Phi Kappa Phi Chapter 143 business

phi-kappa-phi.ysu.edu     

facebook.com/pkpysu


